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AUSTRALIAN PROSPECTORS AND MINERS HALL OF FAME — INDUCTEES 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [2.03 pm]: Australia has a rich 
endowment of mineral resources, but the success of this industry and its contribution to Australian communities 
is founded on the perseverance and endeavours of its people. The Australian Prospectors and Miners Hall of 
Fame recognises those individuals who have contributed significantly to the continued development and success 
of the mining sector. Since its inception in 1995, the hall of fame has inducted more than 130 individuals, 
recognising their significant leadership, courage and contribution to the Australian mining community. 
An individual’s contribution is reflected in the category into which he or she is inducted. Those categories are: 
directors and management; entrepreneurs and promoters; environmental work; government and educators; 
heroes; prospectors and discoverers; worker representatives; and technologists and scientists. This broad range of 
categories provides an indication of the diversity of the sector and range of endeavours that contribute to its 
development, from education and research to business expertise.  

For the first time, the Australian Prospectors and Miners Hall of Fame inductees were announced at the 
Association of Mining and Exploration Companies conference dinner, which I attended on 4 September. For 
2013, two outstanding individuals were inducted into the hall of fame. Emeritus Professor Odwyn Jones was 
inducted into the category of “government and educators”, for his longstanding commitment to education, 
research and international trade with the Western Australian School of Mines. Professor Jones was principal and 
dean of Mining and Mineral Technology at the WA School of Mines for 15 years, during which many relevant 
courses were upgraded to the status of a university degree. Professor Jones’s involvement in minerals research 
continues as a current member of the Minerals and Energy Research Institute of Western Australia, and chair of 
its Minerals Research Advisory Committee. The second inductee was the late Mr Ken Talbot, who was inducted 
into the “entrepreneurs and promoters” category for his contribution over 30 years to demonstrating leadership in 
the mining business. Mr Talbot has been recognised as a pioneer in the coal industry, opening up the market for 
low-volatile coals in the 1980s and 1990s. I take this opportunity to acknowledge the outstanding contributions 
of Professor Odwyn Jones and Mr Ken Talbot to the mining industry.  
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